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Pacific City Dories
continued
Tracing the evolution of the Pacific City dory is as complex as providing a single definition of these enduring boats. Information included in 
these panels has been gleaned from printed materials, interviews, and other ancedotal evidence. Contradicitions and competing stories about 
the devleopment of the dory abound, and both details and discussion are limited in this exhibit format. Given these constraints and knowing 
omissions and errors are probable, we have attempted to provide an accurate overview of the history of the Pacific City dory.
Commercial Dory Builders
Calkins Craft— George Calkins
Cape Kiwanda Boat Builders—Paul Hanneman & Cecil & Edward  
     Hamilton
Clipper Craft—James Staley
Crown Custom—Jerry D. King, Jerry Lee King, & Roy King
Harvey Boat Works—Edgar (Ed) Harvey
Kellow Boats (also built for Kiwanda Fish Co.)—Howard Kellow
Learned Boat Shop—Victor Learned, Jr., and Terry Learned
Pacific City Boat Works (Vic’s Crafts)— Victor Ferrington 
     and later Mel Potter
Salem Boat Specialties— Dick Yates and John Henning
Fiberglassers
Jim Allen and Karl Palmer
Individual Dory Builders
C. R. Christensen, James C. Coon, Shawn Farstead, Jack Gilman, 
Karl Palmer, Norman Reddekopp, Sr., Gene Slater, Jim Wharton, 
and the many other fishermen who built dories for themselves and 
their friends. 
Ed Harvey began building wooden boats in 1953 but 
was building fiberglass boats by the early 1960s and 
fiberglass dories in the early 1970s. Terry Applebee 
and Beverly Riley land the Old Glory, a Harvey built 
in 1976. Tim Simmons launches the Frayed Knot for the first time. He recently restored the 1974 
Harvey.
Before the road to the Cape was built in 1957, dor-
ymen found creative ways to transport their boats, 
including using horse-drawn wagons and Model 
A cars with big tires. Once they reached the Cape, 
dories were left there for the season. Walt Fisher 
and others used 55-gallon oil drums as dollies to 
move dories from the surf to the beach.
After 1957, trailers pulled by an assortment of “beach 
rigs” were used to move the dories. In the early 1960s, 
Paul Hill built a tilting boat trailer to facilitate launch-
ing and loading. 
Scott Ranes launches the Pelican. The 
tilt roller trailer allows the dories to roll 
off the trailer into the breakwater for 
launching and to be loaded back onto 
the trailers from the sand. Other lo-
cal trailer manufacturers have includ-
ed Vern Crawford, Benjamin (Fiddler) 
Meador, and John Morgan.
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Lee Peterson’s Hustler, built in 1980 by Lee 
and Jack Gilman
Howard Kellow built the Moby Dick in 1978 for Brett and 
Mark Lichtenthaler.  
Kellow built the Dark Star in 1979 for his nephews Ron and 
Wes Kellow.
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Jerry D. King, Jerry Lee King, and Roy 
King of Crown Custom built fiberglass do-
ries in Fort Hill, Oregon from 1975 to 1986. 
The Outlaw, built in 1978, was fished for 
many years by Al and Bernice Jensen. It is 
now owned by commercial fisherman, Ray 
Monroe. Although there are others, orange 
and white is a typical Crown dory color 
combination.
The Crown Fisher, also a Crown 
dory, was built in 1977. It was 
restored in 2008 by Skip Bailey 
for Jim Bacon. Dan Rocha pur-
chased the dory in 2009.
Commercial fisherman Craig 
Wenrick is the third owner of this 
dory, which he christened the 
Sea Q. It was built by Learned’s 
Boat Shop in 1977.
The operations center, other-
wise known as the console, on 
the Sea Q
The McFish, Learned Boat 
Shop dory #70, was built for 
Rob McMasters in 2006.
Victor Learned, Jr., built his first dory, a 
spruce-planked double-ender, in 1938 
and his first square stern in the ear-
ly 1960s. In 1971, he created the basic 
Learned dory design. Terry, his son, 
joined him in 1974. The last boat they 
constructed together was completed in 
1997. With the help of his daughters and 
other family members, Terry continues 
to build dories in Pacific City, where they 
completed #88 in the spring of 2014.
Showboat, the Learned family dory, was built 
in 1999.
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l In 1983, Dennis 
Bell purchased the 
Lucky Strike, built 
by Valco, from Sears 
Sporting Goods in 
Pacific City. 
Bill Hook’s Playin’ 
Hooky was built by 
Maxweld Boats in 
1993.
B
Andy Heathershaw of Maxweld 
Boats built the Remedy in 1994 for 
Mike Cellers. 
Mike Laverty’s Beer Can was built 
by Koffler Boats in 2010.
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Summers, Charles B. “The Pacific City Dory.” 
WoodenBoat March/April 2002: 76.
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Aluminum versions of the dory joined the fleet 
in the early 1980s.
